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EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT 


November 15, 196] 


Dear Friends: 


Again it is my privilege to congratulate Friends of 
Texas Libraries for their excellent work in promoting and supporting 
library development in our State. 


President John F. Kennedy once said: “We have no single 
pattern for the resources, services, and support of libraries, and 
we want none. The readers to be served are too diverse; they include 
even posterity, for whom we must preserve the record of our cultural 
life. If we are to succeed, individuals and private institutions, as 
well as government at all levels, must move forward together toward 
Our national goal . .. ‘Libraries for All.'" 


The Friends of Texas Libraries program has set such high 
goals, and through their efforts the objective of "Libraries for All’ 
is being reached in Texas. 


Our State government considers libraries as vital public 
facilities. The new Texas Archives and Library building stands in 
recognition of this fact. This magnificent building housing a 
valuable collection of books and the priceless records of our proud 
heritage is now available to all Texans. 


We face many serious challenges in today's complex world. 
Most of these challenges demand more knowledge and greater under- 
standing. Friends of Texas Libraries are making an outstanding 
contribution to their communities, the State and the Nation by their 
efforts to make knowledge more readily available to all. 


Sincerely youys, 


LA 
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A MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT OF 
FRIENDS OF TEXAS LIBRARIES 


Dear Friends: 


We hope that librarians and 
Friends of Libraries throughout 
Texas will be greatly encouraged 
from the material included in this 
Sixth annual Friends issue of 
Texas Libraries. We are most 
grateful to the State Library for 
their diligence in keeping us in- 
formed through newspaper clip- 
pings of activities throughout the 
state. Texas is fortunate to have 
an organization such as this libra- 
ry to give help and encouragement 
even direct assistance—to library 
efforts. Friends of Texas Libra- 
ries are especially grateful to 
them for this issue. 


In my travels around the state I 
find a real surge of interest every- 
where; in library development, in 
strengthening Friends groups 
where they already exist and in 
forming new groups where none 
has existed in the past. Our 
people as a whole are realizing the 
need to be better informed. They 
are realizing more than ever be- 
fore that there is no better way 
to offer information to the gen- 
eral public than through its own 
free public library. With Library, 
Services Act funds available and 
our state library using these funds 
to the best ends it possibly can, 
this is our year of opportunity. If 
all Texans interested in better 
library service don’t grab the ball 
and run hard with it now, then a 
real opportunity to reach a des- 
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perately needed goal will have 
been lost. I firmly believe that we 
are, in general, moving forward to 
take advantage of this existing 
opportunity as is attested to by 
the news items in this issue. 

Two weeks ago, we mailed out 
nearly twelve hundred letters of in- 
vitation to membership in FOTL. 
We included the new brochure, 
“Friends of Libraries in Texas,” 
developed with the magnificent 
cooperation of Mrs. Lillian Moore 
Bradshaw, acting librarian of the 
Dallas Public Library and our 
own corresponding secretary, and 
others. To date the response has 
been excellent. There is now the 
largest membership of FOTL for 
which any records in its history 
are available. We must not relax. 
We must keep on moving while 
the opportunity is with us. 

It was most exhilerating to find 
a large, enthusiastic group at the 
District Three (Texas Library 
Association) meeting at Abilene on 
October 28th. Thelma Andrews’ 
new $700,000 building was a great 
inspiration to us all. I went on 
to Sweetwater and from Mrs. J. 
W. Pepper, librarian there, heard 
the story of the wonderfully gen- 
erous rancher who had donated a 
herd of cattle so that a bookmo- 
bile might be purchased to bring 
books within reach of everyone 
in Nolan County, and also to form 
the basis of a building fund for 
Sweetwater. Thence to Lubbock 
for a visit with our TLA presi- 
dent, Ray Janeway, and saw his 


106 








magnificent new library nearing 
completion. I stopped by Lamesa 
and saw the well-planned and at- 
tractive new library there also 
nearing completion. When I 
reached Waco, it was my real 
privilege to have David Hening- 
ton give me a personally conduct- 
ed tour of his magnificent new 
library, also nearing completion. 
This could have been repeated 
many, many times if a very busy 
person only had the time to 
travel through other areas of our 
State. All these efforts are exem- 
plified in the great new building 
to house our State Library, a mon- 
ument to the library efforts of 
every Texan. 


The District Seven meeting in 
Fort Worth on November 4th was 
outstanding in the interest and 
enthusiasm found there, as was 
my own District Six meeting in 
Tyler. At all three meetings over 
and over again, expressions were 
heard as to the need for Friends 
and a new determination to now 
do something about it. 


We want to again this year ex- 
press our appreciation to the Ex- 
ecutive Board of TLA for the $150 
allocation to the FOTL budget. 
We hope that this will not be nec- 
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essary again. More than that, we 
hope that the results of our drive 
for membership and funds this 
year will enable us to continue the 
vitally needed scholarships, such 
as the $1,000 one being used to 
such good advantage in the Grad- 
uate School of Library Science at 
the University of Texas. 


You are all urgently invited to 
attend the Texas Library Associa- 
tion convention in Galveston next 
March 28 to 31st. The National 
President of American Library 
Trustees Association, Mrs. Weldon 
Lynch of Oakdale, Louisiana, will 
be our keynote speaker at the 
Friends luncheon Friday, March 
30th. Plan now to be with us 
there and come away with re- 
newed courage, enthusiasm, and 
inspiration. 


I can speak without the slight- 
est hesitancy for all the officers 
and Board members of Friends of 


Texas Libraries. We are at your 
command, ready and willing to do 


everything we possibly can to 
help. Please use us. 


Sincerely yours, 


JAMES L. LOVE. 


Texas Libraries 
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LETTER FROM THE PRESIDENT OF TLA 


Dear Friends: 


For some time I have been con- 
cerned about what seemed to be 
a general decline in the library 
situation in Texas. We hear that 
this or that library is in difficul- 
ties, that budgets are being re- 
duced or at best are not being 
increased to meet the growing de- 
mands of their communities. Re- 
cently I happened upon Emerson’s 
statement from THE AMERICAN 
SCHOLAR, “This time, like all 
times, is a very good one, if we 
but know what to do with it.” 
With the world situation as tense 
as it is and Texas librarianship in 
dire straits, this statement struck 
the bright note for me. We may 
be devoting all of our energies 
to the idenification of our prob- 
lems when we should be devoting 
these same energies to learning to 
know what to do with our times. 


Libraries have not flourished in 
Texas because the climate has not 
been of the best for such develop- 
ment. If this is true, and I be- 
lieve it is, how do we go about 
changing the climate. In my opin- 
ion, this climate exists in the minds 
of the citizens of the State. We 
found, during the Texas Research 
League study of the State Library 
that there existed in the State a 
great reservoir of goodwill for the 
public library concept. We have 
not been able to martial this good- 
will into effective support of libra- 
ries. In several of our communi- 
ties, Friends organizations have 
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contributed notable support, and 
as a result those libraries stand 
head and shoulders above other 
libraries in the State. If we could 
turn these energies, ideas, and ac- 
tions into the State-wide arena, 
we could expect that similar re- 
sults would be noticed for all libra- 
ries in the State. 


At the El Paso meeting, the 
Friends of Texas Libraries voted 
to conduct a drive for personal 
memberships as a memorial to 
Mrs. Regina Nussbaum. I am 
proud that memberships 1 and 2 
are held in my family. I believe 
that the great expansion of FOTL 
by the same means of such mem- 
berships provides the hope for the 
development of the necessary cli- 
mate for the growth of Texas 
libraries. It is only through the 
Friends that we may be able to 
reach into the community that 
has no library and hence no libra- 
rian. Through these memberships 
the individual citizen, thinking 
himself alone in his library in- 
terest, can find people of like inter- 
ests and so spread the support of 
libraries throughout the State. We 
of TLA have great hopes for Mr. 
Love’s program during the next 
two years. I can assure you of 
the support of the Association, 
and offer FOTL both our heart- 
felt gratitude and our earnest 
best wishes. 


R. C. JANEWAY, President, 
Texas Library Association 
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WHAT IT MEANS TO BE A FRIEND OF THE LIBRARY 


By MRS. J. E. GINGRICH, President, 
Seguin and Guadalupe County Friends of the Library 


Since Seguin is just now in the 
process of taking the necessary 
steps toward the acquiring of an 
adequate library, writing about 
this particular subject necessarily 
must emphasize different points 
than those emphasized by the 
normal Friend of the Library. 


First of all, if the major objec- 
tive is to get support for a library, 
a library board of trustees and the 
library building itself, then being 
a Friend means that you must 
sincerely believe that a library 
is a necessary part of a commu- 
nity, just as is the school and 
church. It means that you be- 
lieve this to the extent that you 
are willing to devote a great deal 
of time; that you have more than 
the ordinary amount of patience 
with what seems to be an apa- 
thetic attitude on the part of 
many; patience with good friends 
who dismiss the entire subject 
with “It can’t be done because 
we've tried’; patience with offi- 
cials who seldom act until the 
PUBLIC insists upon such action; 
and it means foregoing a lot of 
social activities in order to keep 
the “library ball” rolling. It also 


adds up to just plain stubbornness 
with regard to the entire matter. 
Perhaps in the days before you 
acquire that sought-after library 
the best advice is that when things 
get “rough” and you are ready to 
“throw in the sponge’—DON’T! 





In my own case I have had the 
added advantage of writing a 
column for The Seguin Enterprise. 
Because I feel that such columns 
should serve the public, and be- 
cause the need for an adequate 
library looms as one of our com- 
munity’s most urgent problems, 
I’ve had a sort of “continued 
story” type of editorial campaign 
running for seven years. This did 
arouse some initial interest, and 
then through the efforts of the 
local AAUW Branch the Friends 
of the Library organization was 
effected so that an organized ef- 
fort might be made. (Seguin has 
had a one-room library in the City 
Hall for 30 years.) 


Unless some individual makes a 
rather substantial gift, such an 
effort can be a long-drawn out 
one and a frustrating one. The 


fact that our Friends of the Li- | 


brary board has four members on 
it now who have served in some 
capacity as officers or Board 
members since the organization in 
1957 indicates that continued loy- 
alty and perseverance pay off. 
There were times during the years 
when it seemed that the organiza- 
tion would collapse because so few 


people remained actively interest- 


ed. You will find that practically | 


everyone is FOR such a project: 


the trick is in getting many of | 


them to WORK for it. 
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At the moment our group feels 
that the most difficult part of the 
four-year campaign is over. The 
city has given a lot on which a 
library can be erected; both the 
city and the county have pledged 
$7,500 annually toward mainte- 
nance and operation of a library, 
beginning with the 1962 budget. 
The city has named a Library 
Board of Trustees which is charged 
with carrying out a financial drive 
for the building, the erection of a 
building, and the administration 
of a library. All of these steps 
have been requested in a resolu- 
tion passed by the Friends of the 


Library at the October, 1960, 
meeting. 

Actually, none of us who have 
worked so long for a library will 
draw a final sigh of relief until 
that building is erected; however, 
we do feel that we are on our 
way. Certainly we feel a great 
deal of satisfaction in what has 
been achieved so far, and feel that 
the time and effort expended has 
been worth it. After all, I am 
sure that many feel as I do, that 
“service is the rent we pay for the 
space we occupy on this earth.” 
I, for one, like to keep my bills 
paid. 


WHAT CAN FRIENDS DO? 


Friends can... 


Establish a library where none 


exists. 


Campaign for new branches or 


expanded service. 


Support bond issues for new 


library buildings. 


Improve existing services, re- 
sources, and buildings. 

Develop public understanding of 
libraries and the vital role they 
can play in today’s living. 

Stimulate public support through 
gifts of money, books, furniture, 
bequests and endowments. 

Sponsor displays, speakers, book 


reviews, 


film programs, 


book 


drives, book fairs, and record con- 


certs. 


Encourage young people toward 
librarianship as a career through 
public scholarship aid. 

Friends of the Library can make 


the difference between 


library 


success and library failure. 
(From the new brochure “Friends of 

Libraries in Texas.” Copies of this bro- 

chue may be requested from the Presi- 


dent of FOTL.) 
November-December, 1961 
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WHAT IT MEANS TO HAVE A FRIEND 
By THELMA ANDREWS, Librarian, Abilene Public Library 


Libraries need friends. An ef- 
ficient staff in complete rapport 
with the community is not enough. 
While they can do much to create 
the image of the library in the 
community, they must have the 
alliance of friends to spread and 
interpret both services and needs 
to the community. - Few libraries 
are adequately supported or en- 
dowed to fulfill their potential to 
the clientele they serve. Too often 
they are bursting out the walls 
of an antiquated building which 
chokes the contemporary program 
expected of the staff. Adequate 
buildings are not come by easily 
whether provided by gift or public 
funds. Friends usually find the 
funds. 


Some very fine libraries, large 
and small, have been built in 
Texas because friends were inter- 
ested enough to present ably the 
cause of libraries to Foundations 
or benevolent individuals. 


Others, built with tax funds 
through bond issues, are the re- 
sult of the dedicated service of 
friends who sold the worth of 
libraries to voters. The new $700,- 
000 building at Abilene is a monu- 
ment to its Board, City officials, 
and friends. Once the library 
building needs were established by 
conference of the City Manager, 
the Board and the librarian and 
approved by the City Commission, 
the appeal for support of voters 
was made by the Board and 
friends. A few months prior to 
Bond Campaign a small nucleus 
of Friends had been organized. 
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They and the board lent vigorous 
support to the issue through both 
personal work-and the enlistment 
of other.friends. - Effective work 
was accomplished by a speaker 
group. Given information pre- 
pared by the Board, they present- 
ed the need for a new library 
building to every organized group 
before whom they could secure an 
audience. These included service 
clubs, PTA meetings, Women’s 
Clubs, school and college faculties. 
A series of coffees was held at 
the library to which influential 
individuals were invited to hear 
the library story presented by a 
Board member. One of the most 
productive coffees was that of a 
group of labor leaders. Friends 
carried a bond issue thought to 
be large for our size community 
at a time unfavorable for the pas- 
sage of bond issues and in com- 
petition with ten other issues be- 
cause they believed in libraries 
and were willing to tell their 
friends and neighbors. 


Service of friends cannot stop 
when a building is finished. Then 
the library is beginning a new era 
with possibilities far beyond its 
past, but it must have the con- 
tinuing support of friends to real- 
ize its potential. The Abilene Pub- 
lic Library is a case in point. At 
the time of the opening of the 
library, the book stock was limit- 
ed to 50,0000’ volumes to serve a 
city of 90,000. Many shelves were 
bare. Before the library opening, 


-a Board member prepared a series 


of attractive shelf tents with state- 
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ments of book needs. Typical were 
“9-0-0-0-oh! I’m so empty I hurt!” 
“Never baked a Scottish Oat cake, 
but with the proper cook book in 
hand, I’d give it the college try.” 
I'd paint a lovely picture of myself, 
if there were some new art books 
to give me the know how.” These 
were placed strategically on empty 
shelves. A man in one touring 
group was intrigued by the signs 
and sold the idea to his Kiwanis 
Club to sponsor Buy-a-Book Cam- 
paign which netted the library sev- 
eral thousand books. Spear-headed 
by the Kiwanis Club, the campaign 
spread to other service clubs and 
groups. A citizens committee pro- 
moted the campaign and encour- 
aged groups to have luncheon 
meetings in the basement of the 
library (space not in use for libra- 
ry services), to hear a speaker 
present the library story, and to 
make a tour of the new library 
facilities. 


Friends have joined with Jay- 
cees to open National Library 
Week with a joint luncheon fea- 
turing able speakers using sub- 
jects related to books and reading 
Other friends have contributed 
feature articles to the local paper 
during National Library Week on 
“Impact of Reading,” “Best Loved 
Books,” and related topics. 


Volunteer friends have made it 
possible for the library to continue 
sponsorship of a daily children’s 
Story Hour for pre-school chil- 
dren. More than 600 children come 
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to the library in groups of 25 to 
30 each to hear story tellers tell 
and read from library books 
stories to their fancy, to play 
games,and to see films that im- 
plement the story-telling hour. 
Parents under leadership of the 
Young Adult Librarian planned 
and sponsored a series of summer 
programs for teen-agers. 


Patrons may expect good service 
from the staff. The staff through 
showing its best public relations 
may extend library services in the 
community, but full potential of 
the tax supported public libraries 
can be realized only through the 
support of friends who reflect and 
influence public will for the sup- 
port of libraries. Open doors of 
good public libraries, offering the 
treasures of recorded thought to 
all who come, measure the stature 
of a community and the friends 
who make it. 


Organized Friends, with con- 
tinuing interest in the welfare and 
progress of the library, make 
libraries strong. 


“Tt may very well be that the 
noblest reader of this century, the 
greatest genius cf this age, is at 
this very moment deep in a book 
from the shelves of your library.” 
(From Keynote Statement by Mrs. 
Raymond Young, President of 
American Library Trustees Asso- 
ciation at A. L. A. pre-conference 
institute, Cincinnati, Ohio, July 
8, 1961. 
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One famous president warmed 
the hearts of millions by begin- 
ning each talk with the simple 
phrase, ‘My friends.” 


It is quite natural, therefore, 
for members of the Texas State 
Library Field Consultant staff to 
address you: 


“My friends, 
you?” 

Friends of Libraries in Texas 
would indeed make a wise deci- 
sion to call on this special “friend” 
to help solve some of the prob- 
lems of beginning, maintianing 
and sustaining a public library. 


This highly specialized friend 
and Field Consultant of your State 
Library is provided under the Li- 
brary Services Act. 


Field Consultants will assist you 
in organizing a Friends of Libra- 
ries group. 

... Will meet with Friends and 
librarians to plan library improve- 


may we serve 


A FRIEND OF “FRIENDS” 


ments. 


... Will consult with library 
trustees on library problems. 

... Will offer their combined 
knowledge to trustees of libraries, 
and chances are excellent that the 
Field Consultant will be working 
with a Friend of Libraries. 

... Will plan and complete a sur- 
vey of your library. 

... Will provide plans for county 
and multi-county library develop- 
ment programs. 

... Will assist librarians of estab- 
lished libraries and their boards 
and Friends in the extension of 
library service to adjacent areas 
who are not so fortunate. 

... Will conduct workshops on 
more than a score of topics in 
cooperation with Friends of Li- 
braries. 

...Wwill be your “friend” for 
providing an opportunity for 
service to Friends of Libraries in 
Texas. 
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FRIENDS OVER THE STATE 


AMARILLO The Friends of the 

Library of the Biv- 
ins Memorial Library, Amarillo, 
held their third annual used book 
sale on June 17, on the library 
lawn. Net proceeds were $515, and 
the sales resulted in a complete 
sellout. The Amarillo library 
saved all gift books not needed 
in its ovn collection, and these 
were priced and boxed. As the 
sale time approached, members of 
the Friends of the Library put on 
a publicity campaign for addition- 
al books. This project provided 
funds with which to microfilm his- 
toric newspapers of the Panhandle 
area. 


ARLINGTON Members of the 
Friends of the Li- 
brary in Arlington met on March 
29, in the Cooper Memorial Li- 
brary to hear a speech by John 
A. Hudson, librarian of Arling- 
ton State College. Hudson’s topic 
was “Minimum Requirements and 
Planning for a new Library.” Rep- 
resentatives from the Arlington 
High School Library Club attend- 
ed the meeting and were intro- 
duced to members of the Friends 
of the Library. 


AUSTIN The Friends of the 

Austin Public Library 
began its tenth year of operation 
in February with new officers at 
the helm. John Broad, Austin 
general contractor, was elected 
president; Lorraine Barnes, Aus- 
tin newspaper woman, was chosen 
vice president, and Mrs. Henry 
W. Taylor was named secretary- 
treasurer. Frank Wardlaw, di- 
rector of the University of Texas 
Press, addressed the meeting on 
“Books and Civilization in Texas.” 
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Miss Mary Rice, city librarian, re- 
ported to the Friends the high 
points of the year 1960 in the 
Austin Public Library. 

Prizes for the fifth Annual His- 
torical Essay Contest sponsored 
by Friends of the Library and the 
Austin American-Statesman were 
awarded to Deanna Stoune, $100; 
Louisia Mahone, $50; Bette Boyd, 
$25. Honorable mention and $5 
went to Dick Devine and Kay 
George. Letters announcing the 
opening of the sixth Annual His- 
tory Essay Contest for high school 
students were mailed in Septem- 
ber to high school principals. 

The Friends of the Austin Pub- 
lic Library sponsored an Amateur 
Photography Contest in April 
which met with much enthusiasm. 
The first prize of $25 went to G. 
V. Evans for his picture ‘Sittin’ 
Pretty”; second prize of $15 went 
to Mrs. Mattie Lee Seymour for 
“Man-Shan Reads the Pictures”; 
third prize of $10 went to Mrs. 
Olenka Davis Emery for “Diggin’ 
In”. Two honorable mentions of 
$5 each were won by David Stautz 
for “And Then, and Then... ” 
and for “Oh, How Awful.” A 
third honorable mention went to 
G. V. Evans, the first prize win- 
ner. Judging was based on the 
choice of subject matter and gen- 
eral excellence of the pictures. 
The prize winning pictures were 
displayed through April at the 
Main Library. 

BANDERA A Friends of the Li- 

brary group was or- 
ganized in Bandera in June. The 
major project of the Friends is 
to assist the F. B. Doane Founda- 
tion to enlarge and improve the 
library facilities in the commu- 
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nity. The Doanes have set up a 
foundation to assist the Bandera 
library and they have plans for 
turning the library into a beauti- 
ful, modern, air conditioned build- 
ing. Work was scheduled to be- 
gin in the fall. Mr. Doane, the 
newly elected president, named 
committees to assist the new 
Friends. 
BELLVILLE Interest in obtain- 
ing a public library 
in Bellville has been quickened 
following the October meeting of 
Friends. Officers elected are: Mr. 
Marvin Steck, president; Mrs. 
Franz W. Zieske, vice-president; 
Mrs. Robert Turner, secretary; 
Mr. Ralph Heisch, treasurer; and 
Mr. George Heger, assistant treas- 
urer. 

The Friends Book Fair float 
won first place in the Austin 
County Fair parade. Bellville 
Friends sponsored a Carnival of 
Books, a three dimensional book 
fair, during Book Week. 

The Louise Louwein Memorial 
Fund, founded to Honor Miss 
Louise Louwein, a great educator 
and librarian of Bellville Public 
Schools for over 40 years, will be 
used to aid a public library in the 
city. 

BROWNWOOD Mr. R. C. Jane- 

way, librarian of 
Texas Technological College, was 
guest speaker at the annual meet- 
ing of the Friends of the Library. 
New officers elected by the 
Friends are: The Reverend Smith, 
president; Mrs. Jene Wagner, first 
vice president; Dean Rippetoe, 
second vice president; Mrs. L. L. 
Stubblefield, corresponding secre- 
tary; Mrs. Vernon Carr, Sr., re- 
cording secretary; Mrs. John 
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Allen, treasurer; Mrs. D. D. Tid- 
well, reporter, and Miss Maudie 
Fields, historian. 
COMANCHE The citizens of Co- 
manche have in- 
deed real friends in a group of 
women who have worked diligent- 
ly to give library service to Co- 
manche. The library was opened 
to the public in June, 1960, and 
has steadily progressed since that 
time. The local _ unorganized 
“friends” are actually the library 
board itself. 
COMMERCE John Armstrong 
president of _ the 
Friends of the Commerce Public 
Library, announced that the Ex- 
ecutive Board voted to extend the 
library hours. Effective in June, 
the library will be open Tuesdays 
and Thursdays from 1:30 to 5:30 
p. m., and on Saturdays from 9 
to 11:30 a. m. For the first time 
since the Commerce Public Li- 
brary was opened in 1954, the cir- 
culation desk will not be manned 
by volunteer workers. Mrs. Dan 
Kubiak will serve as librarian. 


CORPUS The Friends of the La 
CHRISTI Retama Library played 


a big part in getting | 


the bond issue of $195,000 passed 
for a new branch for the library. 
The bond issue was approved by 
voters, in January, 1960, and con- 
struction of the branch is to begin 
in January, 1962. Congratulations 
to the Friends for a job well done. 
CROSBYTON Friends of the Li- 

brary of Crosby 
County voted to spend $1500 for 
the purpose of new books for the 
library system. The money will 
be divided with $1000 allotted for 
children’s books and $500 for 
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adult books. New officers for the 
year were elected in May and in- 
clude: John Jenkins, president; 
Mrs. Bob Work, vice-president; 
Mrs. Doyle Lay, secretary-treas- 
urer; and Mrs. Pat Bennett, in 
charge of publicity. 

Friends of the Library were 
host at the Crosbyton Library at 
an open house held to celebrate 
National Library Week, April 16 
through 22, and to acquaint the 
public with the library program 
in Crosbyton. Members of the Art 
Guild displayed pictures painted 
by local artists. National Library 
Week was also observed in the 
other branches at Ralls and Lo- 
renzo. 


DALLAS The aims of the Friends 

of the Dallas Public 
Library are high. They plan to 
increase the resources of the libra- 
ry by gifts and provide funds for 
purchasing books, manuscripts 
and other materials which the 
library could not otherwise ac- 
quire. They have supported the 
branch library program, and they 
want to help make the Dallas 
Public Library system one of the 
most exciting and beneficial in 
the country. Officers of the or- 
ganization include: John D. Har- 
ris, chairman of the board; Mrs. 
Jack Hyman, president; Mrs. J. 
B. McEntire, Jr., vice president; 
A. G. Schlosstein, treasurer; and 
Fred Mitchum, secretary. 

In the past the Friends of the 
Dallas Public Library have fur- 
nished the Rare Book Room and 
bought many of the books now in 
that department. They estab- 
lished the roof garden off the Ter- 
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race Room and furnished funds 
for some of the books in the 
branch libraries. Dr. Lowell Mar- 
tin, head of Rutgers University 
library school, was commissioned 
by the Friends to determine 
branch library needs in Dallas. 
He did this after an exhaustive 
survey. The group also started a 
collection of books for young 
adults, and Friends sponsored and 
helped with the first bookmobile. 
In addition the organization es- 
tablished a book award for the 
best book contributing to knowl- 
edge, written by a Texas author. 
The Friends of the Dallas Pub- 
lic Library have issued an attrac- 
tive pamphlet report on progress 
made by the library since the be- 
ginning of 1955. “Five Years For- 
ward” is a highly readable little 
booklet which can be a guide for 
all enlightened communities in 
which dedicated people aspire to 
build great libraries. 
DIBOLL A membership drive was 
held in Diboll in April 
by the Friends of the Library 
group. An organizational meet- 
ing of the Friends of the Diboll 
Memorial Library was held in 
September. Friends gave $150 to 
the building fund of the library. 
EL PASO A _ grant from _ the 
Friends of Texas Li- 
braries to the Benjamin Franklin 
Library in Mexico City was an- 
nounced at the closing session of 
the Texas Library Association 
conference which was held in 
April in E] Paso. The $250 grant 
is designated for purchase of Eng- 
lish language materials as the 
Mexico City institution sees fit. 





GAINESVILLE The Friends of 

Cooke County 
Library met in the library in Jan- 
uary and adopted their constitu- 
tion and bylaws, patterned after 
the bylaws of the state organiza- 
tion, Friends of Texas Libraries. 
Officers of the Friends are: Mrs. 
Ralph Long, president; Mrs. W. B. 
Ballew, vice president; and Mrs. 
C. M. Greek, secretary-treasurer. 

The Friends of the Cook County 
Library volunteered to assist in 
*he summer story hour program 
s,onsored by the P.T.A. Council, 
and they provide volunteer work- 
ers to keep the library open two 
nights a week. 

GALVESTON Friends of the Ro- 

senberg' Library 
are responsible for a new collec- 
tion of science books. A sum of 
$900 was given to the library to 
purchase books in nearly every 
field of applied and pure science. 
The books were on display during 
February. 

At a meeting of the Friends in 
April the group presented a check 
for $3000 to the air conditioning 
fund of the Rosenberg Library. 

The following officers were 
elected for the year: Dr. Stanley 
Dreyfus, president; Mrs. I. E. 
Burka, vice president; Mrs. Leroy 
Dampman, secretary; and Dr. 
Wallace McNutt, treasurer. 


GATESVILLE A new Friends of 

the Library group 
has been organized in Gatesville. 
The aims of the organization are 
the building of a Gatesville Libra- 
ry and Cultural Center, and the 
establishment of bookmobile serv- 
ice in Coryell County. Adoption 
of such a project lends assurance 
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that this area will be well served 
by the Library Friends. One of 
the features of the member sign- 
up was a series of progressive 
coffees. 

Friends voted to purchase new 
books for the local public library 
and plans were made for a Book 
Fair in the library during Chil 
dren’s Book Week in November. 
Proposed building sites for a 
library-cultural center were dis- 
cussed and plans were made to 
visit new libraries in Texas towns 
the size of Gatesville. 

GRAND The Grand Prairie Li- 
PRAIRIE brary has a collection 
of more than fifty 
fine records, and no way to listen 
to them. The records comprise a 
rapidly growing circulation libra- 
ry, which could be heard while 
others read, with a listening table. 
That is the first project of the 
newly reorganized Friends of the 
Library. A listening table is a 
versatile record player that would 
permit four people to sit in a libra- 
ry, wearing earphones, and dis- 
turb no one while listening to 
records. An amplifier also could 
be plugged into the player for 
mass listening. The Friends hope 
to add many educational aids to 
the Grand Prairie Library. 
HOUSTON A volunteer commit- 
tee of friends of the 
late Mrs. Regina L. Nussbaum es- 
tablished a Regina Nussbaum 
scholarship in library science at 
the University of Texas and 4a 
book fund for the Young Adult 
Room of the Houston Public Li- 
brary. Mrs. Nussbaum, who died 
February 12, served the Houston 
libraries and state libraries for 
many years. She was president 
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of the Friends of the Houston 
Public Library and also president 
of the Friends of Texas Libraries. 
HURST The display case at the 

Hurst Public Library 
continues to draw the interest of 
all who enter the library. The 
case was a gift of Friends of the 
Library. Unusual and interesting 
exhibits have been displayed since 
it was installed in the library. 


LA MARQUE A membDership 
campaign for the 
the Friends of the La Marque Li- 
brary was launched in April at 
an open house at the city library. 
The purpose of the gathering was 
to acquaint the citizens of the 
community with the improved 
library facilities available through 
the Galveston County public libra- 
ry service. 
LAMESA A groundbreaking cere- 
mony was held in May 
at the site of the new $85,000 
Dawson County Public Library. 
The Friends of the Dawson Coun- 
ty Library pledged their support 
toward making the library one of 
the finest in the area. 
LANCASTER Memberships in 
the Friends of the 
Library were sold during National 
Library Week, April 16-23, in an 
effort to interest every Lancaster 
citien in the local library and its 
purpose. 
LONGVIEW Members of the 
Board of Directors 
of the Friends of the Nicholson 
Memorial Library held their regu- 
lar meeting in June. Mr. W. War- 
ren Fry, president, presided at the 
meeting and reports were given 
by committee chairmen. The 
Friends Board plans to give an 
award to the Texas Institute of 
Letters. 
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LUFKIN Barney Bradshaw is 

president of the Friends 
of the Kurth Memorial Librarz 
group which organied two years 
ago. Recent projects include do- 
nations of magazine racks. The 
Friends have a goal of a member- 
ship drive of 1000. 


MEXIA A final report of last 

year’s Friends of the 
Library campaign reveals that 300 
people contributed a total of $1208 
to help in the maintenance of the 
Gibbs Memorial Library. A new 
set of Encyclopedia Americana 
costing $200 was purchased by 
the Friends. 


MIDLAND The annual meeting 

of the Friends of the 
Midland Public Library was held 
in April in the Gallery of the Li- 
brary. Officers elected include: 
Mrs. Edgar S. Keefe, president; 
Mrs. Preston Lea, vice president; 
Mrs. Stanley Smith, secretary; 
and Tom Shultz, treasurer. Ap- 
proximately 50 persons attended 
the meeting. 


MINERAL Bill Dinwiddie, presi- 
WELLS dent of the Friends 

of the Library, was 
guest speaker at the Kiwanis Club 
and the Optimist Club during the 
year. Objectives of the Friends 
of the Library are to secure a new 
location for the library, change the 
city charter to provide finances 
for the library, elect a board of 
trustees to budget and manage the 
library, and arrange to keep the 
library open after business hours 
to encourage greater use of the 
facilities. Friends were _instru- 
mental in removing the 10 cents 
charge for use of books. 
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ODESSA Friends of Ector Coun- 

ty Library were active 
in programs during National Li- 
brary Week. The Friends spon- 
sored a piano recital, an art ex- 
hibit, and two Great Books Dis- 
cussion Groups. 


PALESTINE The most dedicat- 

ed supporters of 
the Palestine Carnegie Library 
are Friends of the Library. Al- 
most $700 was taken in during the 
annual drive for members this 
year. Friends of the Library built 
a bookcase for the hall to contain 
the Texana collection, paid for the 
typing of the Hunter manuscripts, 
and financed rebinding of some 
very rare Civil War books. The 


bulletin board, an upright steel 
magazine rack, and a mobile book 
cart are gifts from the Friends. 
They have bought a new set of 
Encyclopedia Britannica and have 
subscribed for literature and pe- 


riodicals that furnish guidance in 
the purchasing and cataloging of 
books. 


SEGUIN Progress reports were 
by Judge Henry Glene- 
winkel and Mayor W. H. Owen at 
the annual meeting of the Friends 
of the Library in April. The re- 
ports were follow-ups on the man- 
date issued city and county offi- 
cials last October in a resolution 
calling for immediate appointment 
of a library board and allocation 
of funds for support of a new and 
adequate library. Mrs. Ralph 
Johns, chairman of the Taylor 
Public Library Board, was at the 
meeting to answer questions by 
local officials on a new library 
building. 
At a meeting of the Friends of 
the Library October 24, 1961, an- 
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nouncement of a gift to the Seguin 
Public Library of a record collec. 
tion of 1,138 compositions, and a 
collection of rare books by Mrs, 
Amy Freeman Lee of San Anto 
nio, was made by Mrs. J. E. Ging- 
rich, president of the Friends of 
the Library. Some 333 books ak 
ready have been received, but ad- 
ditional ones are yet to be sorted 
and sent to Seguin. This gift, 
termed by Mrs. Gingrich as one of 
tremendous value and significance 
to the local library, is being made 
by Mrs. Lee through the Friends 
of the Library. Mrs. Lee was the 
principal speaker at the meeting. 
This gift should be an impetus to 
ward stimulating immediate in 
terest in seeing that a library 
building is erected in the very 
near future, since present facili- 
ties make it impossible to make 
proper use of this gift. 

The city has designated a site 
for a new library building and has 
named a Library Board of Trus- 
tees as requested in the resolu- 
tion. The city and county each 
agreed to budget $7,500 a year 
beginning in January, 1962, for 
library operation and mainte 
nance. 

New members of the Friends 
of the Library include: Mrs. Wil 
ton Woods, Mrs. Liston Zander, 
Mrs. H. L Anderson, Mrs. Mildred 
Thompson, Mrs. Effie Page, Cur- 
tis Timmermann, B. B. Schraub, 
John Bauchman and Keith Hut 
son. 

SOUR LAKE Mr. James L. Love, 

Texas president of 
the Friends of Texas Libraries, 
spoke on the importance of libra- 
ries in Hardin County at a meet 
ing of the Hardin County Library 
Unit in July. 
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